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The Motherland Museum (also known as the Third Eye Museum) represents the culmination of a 

centuries-long struggle to recognize the cultural and historical significance of the Igbo community 

within Nigeria and Africa at large. More fundamentally, it was conceived and built entirely to 

revolutionize the way museums are designed and experienced. The architect harnessed the entire 

geometric form as a narrative device, telling the epic story of human origin, the birth of civilization, 

its advancement and global spread, the rise and fall of ancient empires, the devastating eras of 

imperialism, slavery, and colonialism, the long fight for abolition and independence, and the 

complex realities of neocolonialism. 

At first glance, the monument's overall structure evokes the massive base form of the Eiffel Tower 

(Paris), a deliberate nod to global modernity. Yet, this initial impression quickly gives way to deeper 

layers of meaning, uniting contemporary architectural language with profound ancient memory. 

The museum’s core design specifically reimagines the ancient Nsude Pyramids of the Igbo people – 

structures contemporaneous with the early Egyptian mastabas (bench-shaped tombs of kings). 

These step pyramids, like those built under King Djoser’s architect Imhotep, inspire the museum’s 

architectural form, symbolizing a revival of Igbo heritage within this sweeping modern narrative of 

human history. 

Architectural Design & Symbolism & External Environment 

The central part of the building is enveloped in an ornamental glass-coated aluminum lattice, 

evoking the traditional Igbo craft of basket-weaving (Nkata). This lattice serves both aesthetic and 

functional purposes, modulating sunlight and transparency while paying homage to Igbo 

craftsmanship. 



Rising from its broad base, the central form ascends as a tapering geometric volume, culminating 

in a powerful symbolic gesture. Its pinnacle is designed as a transparent, oval-shaped structure – 

the peak terrace (Queen Mother Corona). This form intentionally recalls a geometric glass cup, its 

oval summit representing the Eucharistic host (Eucharist). This potent symbolism directly confronts 

the complex and often painful relationship between European missionaries and local populations 

during the colonial era, framing the communion ritual as both a spiritual offering and a historical 

point of cultural encounter and conflict. 

The southeast entrance features two roadways encircling an external monument and a central 

water fountain. The northwest entrance is accessible by boat (Lake Nike) and has a secondary 

motorway connecting it to its neighbor (The Nike Lake Hotel Resort). The northeast entry is 

marked by a roundabout; at the center stands a 25-meter obelisk surrounded by the flags of 54 

African nations and a flower-shaped circular labyrinth at the base, inviting contemplation. 

A projecting porch extends into the landscape, creating an outdoor transitional space that bridges 

the interior and exterior. The porch’s underside is designed as a tilted sinkhole, reflecting the 

dynamism of traditional Igbo life. This covered area generates a microclimate, combining natural 

breezes with cooling waters to offer respite during the harsh Harmattan season. 

An outdoor patio, accessible from the ground floor, draws inspiration from Mount Kilimanjaro; the 

height difference on the ground floor represents Upper and Lower Egypt. It is adorned with a 

paved floor design reflecting the ancient Igbo script, Nsibidi. A secondary internal fence (ancillary 

spaces: 50–90m) surrounds a “private” compound where a home (Black House) was built to 

represent the unity of the African family before colonization. 

Surrounding the entire complex is a monumental perimeter fence dubbed the "Great Wall," which 

defines its boundaries. Along this wall runs a continuous network of pedestrian walkways, 

designed as a contemplative journey encircling the site. Ornamental pedestrian bridges 

strategically connect these walkways to four corner stairways, positioned precisely at the cardinal 

points of the monument's square master plan. These staircases descend to ground level at the 

exact angles of the master plan, creating both functional access points and geometric anchors that 

emphasize the site's sacred symmetry. 

The corner stairways form the foundation of the complex's dramatic vertical circulation. They 

ascend powerfully from ground level up to an elevation of 80 meters, culminating in a continuous 

ring of pedestrian walkways encircling the monument at this height. This elevated ring pays 

homage to the lost ancient Benin Walls, once among the world's largest earthworks. More 

significantly, it offers visitors a breathtaking 360-degree panoramic view encompassing the entire 

museum complex, the botanical gardens, the sculpture walk, Lake Nike, the Monument Grounds, 

and the distant landscapes beyond. 

Secondary staircases, integrated within the main structure, provide access between all internal 

building levels. For direct access to the summit, double central elevators transport visitors swiftly 

to the very top of the monument – the Queen Mother Corona – a crowning, oval-shaped 



observation platform offering unparalleled vistas. It serves as the symbolic apex of the visitor's 

journey through human history, embodying the Eucharist symbolism. 

Within this encircling pathway at ground level flourishes a dedicated botanical garden. Curated to 

feature plants and flowers originating from diverse African tribes and beyond, this living tapestry 

celebrates continental and global biodiversity. Integrated within this verdant setting stand 150 

sculptures honoring world-renowned activists who fought and died for the independence of the 

Third World. This powerful assembly of heroes creates a profound dialogue between nature, 

history, and sacrifice. The garden, sculptures, the encircling Great Wall walkway, and the elevated 

viewing ring are meticulously designed to integrate with the stunning Nike Lake view, creating a 

uniquely serene and magical recreational ambiance adjacent to the Nike Lake Resort Hotel. 

Interior Experience 

Inside, visitors embark on a profound historical and emotional journey outlined by the building's 

form, moving through expansive, column-free spaces bathed in natural light. The material palette – 

featuring pre-cast concrete, timber, and a glazed skin set within a bronze-coated aluminum lattice 

– enhances the sensory experience. Below ground, a double-height history gallery and memorial 

space (the "Oculus") employs light diffused by water to create a solemn, monumental atmosphere, 

anchoring the narrative's weightier themes, including the colonial period referenced by the 

summit's form. 

As visitors ascend through the levels via the internal stairs or elevators – reflecting the conceptual 

"rise" in the human story – they reach significant vantage points. The 80-meter ring walkway offers 

its expansive panorama, while the ultimate climax is the Queen Mother Corona. Standing within 

this luminous, oval space – the symbolic communion cup – visitors gain the highest and most 

commanding perspective of all, a place for reflection on the intertwined narratives of faith, 

encounter, and cultural resilience explored throughout the museum. 

Conceptual Ambition, Vision & Impact 

This radical approach, using architecture itself as the primary storyteller of humanity's complex 

saga – from genesis through triumph and tragedy to the modern age – fundamentally changes the 

paradigm of museum design. It explicitly confronts challenging chapters, such as slavery, 

colonialism, and the complex legacy of missionary work (embodied in the Eucharist-inspired 

Corona), while celebrating resilience and cultural achievement. The vertical journey, culminating in 

the panoramic views from the Benin Wall-inspired ring and the Queen Mother Corona, physically 

embodies the attainment of perspective and understanding. 

Central to the architect's vision is the power of recognition and connection. He envisions visitors 

walking through the museum and its grounds, encountering the sculptures of global heroes, 

ascending through the levels, gazing out from the elevated walkways and corona, and ultimately 

recognizing their own identity and heritage through the presence of their own heroes placed 

among them in the Motherland Museum. Furthermore, he passionately wishes for young 

Nigerians visiting the museum not only to learn deeply about their own culture but also to 



encounter and understand the cultures of other peoples represented, fostering a profound respect 

for global diversity and shared humanity, even amidst histories of conflict symbolized by the 

summit's form. 

With a proposed budget of […], the Motherland Museum positions Enugu State as a hub for arts, 

sports, and high-profile cultural events, boosting tourism and commerce. Its unique narrative 

architecture, inspiring external environment, contemplative encircling pathway, dramatic vertical 

circulation, and culminating panoramic views – imbued with layers of symbolism from Igbo 

pyramids to Benin Walls to the Eucharist – ensure it will be a landmark destination for 

understanding not just for Igbo or Nigerian history, but the broader human experience of 

encounter, conflict, and resilience, while serving as a beacon of identity, remembrance, and 

cross-cultural respect. 

 

 

Project Specifications: 

Total covered area: 16,500 sqm (100m by 100m) 

Ancillary spaces: 50–90 m 

Key Vertical Feature: 80m elevated ring walkway (Benin Wall homage) 

Summit: Queen Mother Corona (round observation platform / Symbolic Communion Cup façade) 

Vertical Transport: Double central elevators, spiral staircase + secondary staircases from all levels of 

the building connecting the four wing iron stairs (Note: "wing iron stairs" meaning unclear - 

original retained) 

Base Inspiration: Evokes the scale of the Eiffel Tower base 

Primary Symbolism: Unites Igbo Nsude Pyramids, Benin Walls, and Christian Eucharist 

The Cage / Igbo Hall 

Adjacent to the museum, The Cage (or Igbo Hall) is a mixed-use complex featuring: 

A cinema 

A curated bookshop 

Restaurants and cafés 

A spa 

A rooftop bar 

An underground car park 



Situated along an enhanced lakeside promenade within the Black House Museum compound and 

integrated with the encircling Great Wall walkway system, the site features undulating landscaping 

to create an inviting and dynamic visitor experience. This is further enriched by its proximity to the 

museum's botanical garden and sculpture walk, and by offering views towards the monument's 

dramatic vertical ascent culminating in the symbolic Corona.  

The magnificence of this project positions it to achieve UNESCO World Heritage recognition for 

modern architecture upon completion. 

To learn more about the vision and journey of the Motherland Museum, subscribe to support the 

publication of the book Black House. 

The Motherland Museum: 

Where History Ascends, Healing Begins, and Humanity Connects 

An Invitation to Reimagine Our Shared Story 

Imagine standing at the summit of an architectural marvel, bathed in light filtering through an oval 

glass corona. Below you unfolds Lake Nike’s shimmering expanse, embraced by botanical gardens 

where sculptures of global freedom fighters stand sentinel. Beyond, a walkway 80 meters high 

traces the ghost of Benin’s ancient walls. You are not just seeing history—you are inside its living, 

breathing soul. This is the Motherland Museum, and it is rewriting the future. 

 

For Academics: Unearth Lost Civilizations, Forge New Scholarship 

This is more than a museum—it is a 3D archive of human resilience. Its very structure—inspired by 

Igbo Nsude Pyramids (contemporaneous with Egypt’s earliest tombs)—challenges colonial 

narratives. Within its column-free galleries, researchers will: 

Study Nsibidi script etched into Kilimanjaro-inspired patios. 

Analyze how water-diffused light in the underground "Oculus" memorial transforms trauma into 

tribute. 

Decode the basket-woven aluminum lattice—a fusion of Igbo Nkata craft and cutting-edge 

engineering.  

Your scholarship will animate this monument. Partner with us to illuminate Africa’s foundational 

role in civilization’s epic. 

For the Public: Walk Through Time, Find Your Place in the Story 

Picture this: 

Children tracing labyrinthine gardens among 54 African flags, whispering names of heroes like 

Sankara and Ransome-Kuti. 



Elders weeping at the "Black House"—a home embodying pre-colonial African unity—then 

ascending to the Queen Mother Corona, where the Eucharistic symbolism sparks intergenerational 

dialogue. 

Families boarding boats across Lake Nike at sunset, watching the lattice façade glow like woven 

gold. 

This is healing architecture. A place where Nigeria’s soul soars, and every visitor—whether from 

Lagos, London, or Johannesburg—discovers their lineage in the struggle for dignity. Join our 

community. Claim your story. 

For Investors: Build Legacy, Harvest Returns 

The Motherland Museum is not a cost—it is a catalyst for transformation: 

UNESCO Trajectory: Designed to meet World Heritage criteria, its fusion of ancient symbolism 

(Nsude Pyramids, Benin Walls) and audacious modernity positions it for global acclaim. 

Economic Engine: Adjacent to Nike Lake Resort, it will draw 500,000+ annual visitors, with revenue 

streams from: 

The Cage complex (cinema, rooftop bar, spa, curated bookshop). 

Cultural festivals on Monument Grounds. 

Sculpture garden tours and botanical exhibitions. 

Impact Investing: Your capital seeds cross-continental reconciliation—and profits. Projected 12% 

ROI by Year 5, rising with UNESCO designation. 

The Vision Beckons 

We stand at a precipice. The Motherland Museum is more than steel, glass, and memory—it is a 

monument to the future. Its elevator rising through epochs of human triumph and tragedy mirrors 

our collective ascent toward understanding. Its Corona summit—a glass communion cup—invites 

us to transform historical pain into shared hope. 

 

Act Now: 

Academics: Collaborate on groundbreaking research residencies. 

Public: Subscribe to Black House—the chronicle of this journey—and become an ambassador of 

cultural revival. 

Investors: Secure naming rights, sponsor galleries, and anchor Africa’s next iconic destination. 

Let us build more than a museum. 



Let us build a lighthouse for humanity. 

Learn how you can shape history: 

Visit MotherlandMuseum.org | #MotherlandRising | Support #BlackHouseBook 


